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Public Speaking 
 
Public Speaking is: 
 Writing and delivering a persuasive, entertaining, informational or inspiring speech on a given 

topic. 
 

Presentation 
Type 

Number of 
Presenters 

Visual 
Aids 

 
Time Questions 

Note 
Cards 

Regional 
Selection 

Public Speaking 
Ages 7-9 

1 
Optional - if 
enhancing 
the speech 

2-10 
minutes 

Optional Yes 
Up to 2, must 
receive Top 

Purple/Top Blue 

Public Speaking 
Age 10-13 

1 
Optional - if 
enhancing 
the speech 

2-10 
minutes 

Optional Yes 
Up to 2, must 
receive Top 

Purple/Top Blue 

Public Speaking 
Ages 14-18 

1 
Optional - if 
enhancing 
the speech 

5-15 
minutes 

Optional Yes 
Up to 2, must 
receive Top 

Purple/Top Blue 
 
Equipment Provided: 

 No equipment is needed for this category. 
 
Rules: 

1. Topic selection is unlimited. The speech may pose a problem, offer a solution, strengthen 
devotion to a cause, eulogize a person, entertain, or inform. 

2. Endorsement of brand names is discouraged. 
3. You must present your presentation in person. 
4. The judge will serve as timekeeper.  
5. No digital media presentation allowed. They should be entered under the Digital Media 

Presentations. 
6. Topics, visuals, props, language, and attire should be family-friendly and not violate the Kansas 

4-H Code of Conduct. 
7. Judge will deduct one ribbon placing if time is exceeded by more than 30 seconds. 

 
Resources: (Can be found at the K-State bookstore or ask your local office) 

 Kansas 4-H Public Speaking Guide, Publication 4H983 

 Kansas 4-H Preparing and Using Visual Aids, Publication 4H985 
  



  

Kansas 4-H Public Speaking Scoresheet 
Name   Age: Junior (7-9) | Intermediate (10-13) | Senior (14-18) 

Club   S t a r t  Time:  | End Time:   

Extension Unit  __________ 

Title   

 

Speech Contest Form Percent Judge’s Comments 

Material 

• Introduction 

 
15 

 

 

Organization 
 

25 

 

 

Language and voice 
 

10 

 

 

Fluency 
 

15 

 

 

Pronunciation and articulation 
 

10 

 

 

Eye contact and projection 
 

15 

 

 

Appearance 
 

10 

 

Final Rating: 

 
Penalty:  Exceeds Time (30 Second Grace Period) = Reduction by One Ribbon 

 

Top Purple Alternate Purple Purple Blue Red White 

 

Judge’s Initials:   
 
 

 
Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service 

Fact Sheet 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Use of copyrighted and trademarked materials in 4-H presentations and posters: 

A copyright and/or a trademark are legal methods used by artists, photographers and writers to protect original creative works such as 
photographs, books, music, recipes, sports logo insignias, brand names and art work. The copyright symbol does not need to appear on 

a work for it to be protected by copyright. Copyrighted materials cannot be reproduced without permission and proper crediting of the 

source. 4-H members need to be aware of copyright restrictions and take steps to obtain permission to use copyrighted materials and 
trademarks. Full details cannot be covered in a short paragraph, but additional helpful information can be found on K-State’s Copyright 

site: https://www.k-state.edu/copyright/. 

Revised by 

Beth Hinshaw, Southeast Regional Extension Specialist, 4-H Youth Development. 

Thanks to previous authors Deryl E. Waldren, 4-H Youth Development Specialist, Emeritus; Amy Sollock, 4-H Youth Development Specialist 

Publications from Kansas State University are available at: www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu 

Contents of this publication may be freely reproduced for educational purposes. All other rights reserved. In each case, credit Beth Hinshaw, 

Kansas 4-H Public Speaking Scoresheet, Kansas State University, January 2021. 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension 

Work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director of K-State Research and 

Extension, Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts. 
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