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4-H Family Guide & Policy 

2024-2025 

Welcome to Marais des Cygnes District 4-H!   

Whether you are a new member or returning for another year of 4-H, we 
are excited that you have chosen to be a part of the 4-H Program.  This 
document is provided to assist you and your family as you discover 4-H.  
It highlights policies and guidelines that the Kansas 4-H Program and our 
local Marais des Cygnes District 4-H Program follow.  If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to ask your club leader or call either 
Marais des Cygnes District Extension Office. 

Marais des Cygnes  
Extension District  

has two office locations: 
 

Paola Office 
913 N Pearl, Suite 1 

Paola KS 66071 
913-294-4306 

 

Mound City Office 
115 S. 6th St.  

P.O. Box 160 
Mound City KS 66056 

913-795-2829 

District 4-H Staff 
 

Karla Hightower 
District Extension Agent,  

4-H & Youth Development 
khightow@ksu.edu 

 

Abbie Powell 
District Extension Agent, 

Agriculture & 4-H 
abbie2@ksu.edu 

 

Kendra Browning 
District 4-H Program Manager 

klbrowni@ksu.edu 
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4-H Membership 
Club Members must be age 7-18 
before January 1st of the coming 
year. 

Enrollment must be done on 
4HOnline at: https://v2.4honline.com/
#/user/sign-in 

New Members must enroll by May 
1st to show in the 4-H departments 
of either county fair. 

Returning Members must enroll 
by January 15th to show in the 4-H 
departments of either county fair. 

Kansas 4-H has a $15 membership 
fee which is required at enrollment. If 
you are financially unable to pay the 
membership fee, you can request a 
waiver. Waivers are granted based 
on financial need. 

You can choose to enroll in a com-
munity club, a project club or inde-
pendent as your primary club.   

If you are enrolled in a community 
club, you may also enroll in any pro-
ject club that is offered as well. 
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Residence 

Kansas youth typically enroll within the Extension Unit 
(County/District) in which they reside.  However due to 
educational or social reasons, individuals living in one 
Extension Unit may join 4-H in another. Although a 4-H 
member may choose to participate in another Extension 
Unit, they can only enroll and exhibit in one Extension 
Unit. 

Adding or Deleting  Projects 

We have a project deadline of May 1 of the  
current 4-H year.  To add or delete a  
project, you must go into your 4-H Online  
account and delete or add the project by May 1 
of the current year. 

4-H Age 

When asked for your 4-H age, that is your age by 
January 1 of the current 4-H year.  Examples: Macy 
turns 10 on January 1, 2025.  Her 4-H age is 9 for 
the 2024-2025 4-H year. Jared turns 12 on Decem-
ber 31, 2024.  His 4-H age is 12 for the 2024-2025 
4-H year. 

Although 4-H is open to all youth ages 7-18, some 
events and activities are limited by age.  Most will 
ask for your 4-H age when registering for the event.  
This is to encourage age appropriate activities and 
build on experiences and knowledge as youth get 
older.  

Transferring Membership Between Clubs 

A 4-H member may transfer clubs during the 4-H 
year.  You must meet the enrollment deadlines for 
transfer.  (This means that if you are a returning 
member you must switch clubs by January 15 of the 
current year).   

Kansas 4-H focuses on the 
mastery of five life skills: 

 

 A Positive Self-concept 

 An Inquiring Mind 

 A Concern for Community 

 Healthy Interpersonal  
Relationships 

 Sound Decision-Making 

Independent Study 

If you are not able to be a part of a local 4-H Commu-
nity Club or Project Club, you can enroll as an Inde-
pendent 4-H Member. Independent 4-H member must 
complete the Individual Study 4-H Member plan with 
their enrollment. The Study Plan is available at: https://
www.maraisdescygnes.k-state.edu/4-h/joining/
index.html  and is due by January 15 for returning 
members and May 1 for new 4-H members.  You must 
also enroll in our online system. 

Independent study members must have a screened 
adult mentor other than a parent.  They are required to 
help with the 4-H Food Stand at their local fair to help 
fundraise for their county/district. Independent 4-H 
members also complete a Year-End Report which is 
the Kansas 4-H Personal Page and a Permanent Rec-
ord with at least three pictures of their project work.  
The Year-End reports are due by October 1 of each 
year. 

 

Projects 

4-H uses projects as learning opportunities for members.  Each member must  
select at least one project each year and should keep records for that project.  
Projects help youth explore an area of interest.  4-H members must be en-
rolled in the appropriate project to exhibit in any division of the county fair. 

Marais des Cygnes District 4-H offers over 30 different projects as well as  
Self-Determined which can be anything that you would like to learn more 
about.  An example of Self-Determined might be Dinosaurs or Bee Keeping. 
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Each 4-H member shall care for his/her animal for the appropriate time 
determined by each species. 

Through Livestock 4-H Projects, 4-H’ers gain the following: 

 Learn basic principles of animal science by owning, caring for, and 
keeping records on one or more animals. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of sound breeding, feeding, and manage-
ment practices. 

 Learn meat industry standards and practice those standards to 
produce a safe meat product for consumers. 

 Develop integrity, sportsmanship, and decision-making skills. 

Family Tagging Policy 
Since we do family nominations in Kansas, all eligible 4-H youth (siblings, step-siblings, and/or foster siblings) who legally reside in 
the same household, share the same legal address, and materially participate in the care of the project the majority of the time can be 
listed under the family/household name when tagging or declaring ownership of the animals.  This means immediate family can tag 
their animals under the family name and then identify each 4-H members animal at fair pre-entry.  However no one other than imme-
diate family members are allowed to show the animals at another show between tagging deadlines & the fair.  If you have questions 
about this policy, please contact your local agent (Karla, Katelyn or Abbie). 

Animal/Project Miami County Fair Deadlines/Rules Linn County Fair Deadlines/Rules 
Bucket Calf June 1 Ownership Deadline 

Member must be 12 and under 
Cannot show market beef 
Calves must be born between Jan 1-Jun 1 

June 1 Ownership Deadline 
Member must be 10 and under 
Cannot show market or breeding beef 
Calves must be born between Jan 1-Jun 1 

Market Steers &  
Market Heifers 

Must have 4-H tag by Sunday, March 23, 2025 
Weigh-in/Tagging: March 23  5:30pm-7:00pm 
YQCA Training Required 

Must have 4-H tag by Friday, March 7, 2025 
Weigh-in: March 7  6:00pm-7:00pm 
YQCA Training Required 

Commercial Heifers Must have 4-H Tag by May 4, 2025 
Tag Dates: March 23,   5:30pm-7:00pm (preferred) 
                   May 4, 4:00pm-8:00pm  
YQCA Training Required 

YQCA Training Required 
 

Registered Heifers,  
Registered Does,  
Registered Ewes, & 
Registered Gilts 

Registration papers must be in the exhibitor’s name 
by June 15  
A copy of the registration papers are due with fair 
pre-entries. 
YQCA Training Required 

Registration paper must be in the  
exhibitor’s or immediate family member name by 
June 15 
YQCA Training Required 

Market Goat,  
Market Sheep, &  
Market Swine 

Must have 4-H Tag by Sunday, May 4, 2025 
Must have Scrapie Ear Tag by Sunday, May 4, 2025 
Weigh-in: May 4 - 4:00pm-8:00pm 
YQCA Training Required 

Must be tagged by Friday, May 23, 2024 
Must have Scrapie Ear Tag by Fair 
Weigh-in: May 23 -  6:00pm–7:00pm 
YQCA Training Required 

Commercial Does,  
Commercial Ewes, & 
Commercial Gilts 

Must be 4-H Tag by Sunday, May 4, 2025 
Must have Scrapie Ear Tag by Sunday, May 4, 2025 
Tagging: May 4 -  4:00pm-8:00pm 
YQCA Training Required 

Must be Tagged by Sunday, May 23, 2024 
Must have Scrapie Ear Tag by Fair 
Tagging: May 23 - 6:00pm– 7:00pm 
YQCA Training Required 

Dairy Goats, Dairy 
Cattle  

May 1:  4-H members must have ownership & animals must be in the 4-Her’s name  

Lost Ear Tag Policy If your livestock loses a tag after the official tag deadline for your county, please contact the extension 
office in the county where you participate in 4-H.  You will need to provide the agent with the following 
items: 
 Tag number that was lost 
 Provide an additional ear tag number, scrapie tag number, tattoo or ear notch, 
 Send a photo of the animal that lost the tag. 

Youth Quality Care of 
Animals Training 
(YQCA) 

Both the Linn County Fair and Miami County Fair require that all exhibitors in market and breeding live-
stock (Beef, Sheep, Meat Goats, and Swine) complete their YQCA Training each year.  You can do it 
online or attend one of the following in-person trainings: 
 
Paola Trainings: March 18 at 10:00am; March 18 at 2:00pm; April 16 at 6:30pm or May 28 at 6:30 pm.  
All at the Paola Office. 
Mound City Trainings: March 26 at 6:00pm & May 28 at 6:00pm at the Linn County 4-H Building.   
June 10 at 2pm at the Mound City Office 
 
All YQCA trainings must be completed by June 15 to show at your county fair. 
 
To receive your certificate for KJLS or KSF, you must complete the pre– and post– test. 
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Animal/
Project 

Miami County Fair Deadlines/Rules Linn County Fair Deadlines/Rules 

Horse Horse Identification Certificates due June 1. USE 
THE NEW UPDATE FORM! 
 
Require “4-H Equine Webinar: Horse Safety”  
webinar & quiz to show at the Miami County Fair.  
Must be completed by July 1st.  
 

Horse Identification Certificates due June 1. USE THE 
NEW UPDATE FORM! 
 
Require “4-H Equine Webinar: Horse Safety” webinar & 
quiz to show at the Miami County Fair.  Must be  
completed by July 1st.  
 

Check out the New Kansas 4-H Dog Show Rules updated January 2023 at  
https://www.kansas4-h.org/projects/animal-science/dog/index.html  

Dog Practices are available.  Check website for 
dates & times: www.maraisdescygnes.ksu.edu 

The Dog Immunization Record (Publication MG34) 
is also required before trainings & shows. 

Dog Practices are available. Check website for dates & 
times: www.maraisdescygnes.ksu.edu  

To participate in the Linn County Fair Dog Show and the 
Linn County Dog Club Spring Show, the 4-H member 
and their dog must complete 75% of the meetings/
trainings for each division. 

The Dog Immunization Record (Publication MG34) is 
also required before trainings & shows. Questions re-
garding immunization please discuss with leader.  

 
Rabbits Rabbits must be owned by July 1st and pre-entered 

to show at the Miami County Fair. 
Rabbits must be owned by July 1st and pre-entered by 
July 15 to show at the Linn County Fair. 

Poultry,  
Pigeons, & 
Doves 

No Pullorum-Typhoid testing required until July 
2026.  Must pre-enter by July 1st. 

No Pullorum-Typhoid testing required until July 2026.  
Pre-entry required by July 15th. 

Dog Care & 
Training   

Kansas 4-H/FFA Dual Enrollment 

4-H Youth Development and Agriculture  
Education/FFA promote teaching youth life skills. 
Both programs exist to maximize the  
participants’ knowledge of agriculture and its 
value to our communities while educating the 
young people to become productive  citizens. 
Eligible youth may participate in both 4-H and 
FFA but shall avoid duplication. Therefore, the 
following principles are required to be used in 
delivering the 4-H and FFA programs in  
Kansas as we strive to educate youth.  
 
 When young people are members of both 4-H 

and FFA, they shall plan and manage  
separate projects, and/or supervised  
agriculture experiences (SAE) programs. 

 FFA and 4-H members may enroll in the same 
area of experience in 4-H and FFA, however; 
participants cannot identify,  
nominate, manage, keep records on, or  
exhibit the same plants, animals, etc. in both 
organizations. Members must designate  
exhibits as either FFA or 4-H at weigh-in,  
registration or similar deadline. 

 Members may participate in judging contests 
and related events in FFA and 4-H but cannot 
represent both organizations at a contest, 
show or event at the same time. 

Shooting Sports Project Requirements 

You must attend safety training to participate.  

NEW THIS YEAR! Archery Project requires that you  
attend 3 of the 6 practices  and attend the safety train-
ing to compete in Fair Competitions.  

Air Rifle and BB Project require that you attend 8 of the 18 
practices and attend the safety training to compete in Fair 
Competitions.  

Age Requirements (4-H Age as of January 1) 

BB Project - 8-15 
Archery  Projects - 8-18 
Air Riffle Project - 12-18 
Shotgun Project - 12-18 
Small Bore Project - 12-18 (If offered, depending on  
instructor availability) 
You can join the Shooting Sports Project Club when  
enrolling in 4HOnline.  It can be an additional club to your 
primary (Community) Club or as your main club. 

Practices will be scheduled throughout the year.  Check out our 
website for more information in the Project tab.  https://
www.maraisdescygnes.k-state.edu/4-h/project-information/
index.html 
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Participation 

Attendance and participation at 4-H meetings is highly encouraged 
as part of the overall educational experience.  However, club 
meeting attendance cannot be required as criteria for project com-
pletion or fair participation. 4-H meetings should be the quality that 
4-H members want to attend, participate and learn something  
beneficial.  

Expectations of  

Parents & Members 

All 4-H participants—youth, families,  
volunteers and staff—who participate in or at-
tend any activity or event sponsored by  
K-State Extension 4-H Youth Development Pro-
gram are expected to uphold the values of the 
Kansas 4-H Program and conduct themselves 
according to the following standards: 

 Be present, attentive and  
engaged in the 4-H activities. Practice good 
sportsmanship, be helpful to others, uphold 
ethical practices in 4-H projects and event, and 
never cheat or falsely represent efforts related 
to 4-H Project activities. 

 Know and follow federal, state, and local laws 
that apply to minors (e.g. no use of alcohol, 
illicit drugs, and tobacco in any form).   

 Use language and actions that do not interfere 
with others’ participation in the program. 
(Swearing, harassment, and bullying are 
not allowed). 

 Know and follow safety policies and proce-
dures.  

 Obey all rules and directives that apply to the 
4-H activity. 

 Use mobile electronic devices during sched-
uled 4-H activity only in an approved manner. 

 Apply the conduct standard to online 4-H activ-
ities such as social media and internet  
presence. 

A complete Kansas 4-H Participant , Parent, and 
Volunteer Code of Conduct can be found on the 
website at:  

https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/policy-
guide/index.html 

Fundraising 

4-H members may not solicit funds to help support their  
individual 4-H projects.  4-H members may fundraise for a 
specific 4-H educational trip.  Donation given directly to a  
4-H’er are not tax deductible because they do not go to a  
4-H club or group.  

4-H Fundraising must be approved by the 4-H Youth  
Development Agent.  The funds raised must be used to fur-
ther the 4-H mission and account procedures must be ap-
propriate and in accordance with the policy. Fundraising 
events should be emailed to Karla at khightow@ksu.edu 
for approval at least 30 days before the fundraising be-
gins.  This is to keep other organizations from using the  
4-H name, to track on going fundraisers, and to make sure 
all fundraisers are appropriate for 4-H. 

Collecting Donations 

All donations should be youth appropriate and useful in the 
implementation of the 4-H educational program.  You should 
not collect donations made out to you directly.  All donations 
should be made to a 4-H club or entity. This includes dona-
tions to shows and events.  You will also need to track any 
money which you receive in the name of 4-H. Example:  If 
you are collecting donations for the Spring Goat Show, all 
checks should be made out to the 4-H Council.  If you have 
a silent auction, all items donated must be youth appropri-
ate, i.e. no items from liquor, tattoo or vape shops. 

4-H Presentations 

Presentations by the 4-H mem-
ber are encouraged.  Here are 
the different types of presenta-
tions that are used at most club 
meeting and some county and 

state events. 

 

 

Project Talk 

The member tells what  
he/she is doing in the  

project, where he/she went, 
what was seen, what  

activities were conducted, etc. 

 

 

 

Demonstration 

The member shows and tells 
how to do something and there 

is a finished  
product. 
——— 

Illustrated Talk 

The member tells how to do 
something but does not have a 

finished product. 

Public Speaking 

For older 4-H members, 
the 4-H member gives a 

presentation about a topic of 
their choice.   
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Grievance Policy & Procedures 

The Marais des Cygnes District has a 4-H Grievance 
Policy.  Any grievance concerning the 4-H Program 
(breach of code of conduct, club day rule, inappropri-
ate behavior from an adult in charge, rules violation, 
etc)… must be brought to the attention of one of the 
Grievance Committee members in writing within 48 
hours of the said violation.  The Grievance Commit-
tee consist of the District 4-H Agent, Program Devel-
opment Committee Members, and the District Board 
Chair.  

The extension agent, together with the local exten-
sion board or governing district body, has the author-
ity to make appropriate decisions on local 4-H dis-
putes. These decisions will be formulated using state 
policy and national directives as formulated by this 
policy or as dictated by law.  

District and state 4-H staff may provide resources to 
the situation when asked by the extension agent.  

All protests must be submitted in writing AND signed 
by the protester (electronic signatures will be accept-
ed) 

The written Grievance statement must include:  

 Names of Persons involved and cause of com-

plaint or appeal. 

 Situation,  documentation, and recommenda-
tions  for corrections. 

 Specific action, rule, etc., in question. 

 Additional persons the committee may contact 
for further clarification. 

 Procedures and/or steps carried out by the per-
son involved prior to submission of the protest to 
the Protest Committee  

 Signature of the protesters. 
 
The Grievance Committee will then call a meeting to 
discuss the matter. If necessary, all parties will be 
called in.  A  
resolution for the violation will be decided and given 
to the parties involved.   
 

The Grievance Committee’s decision is final. 

Cancellation Policy Due  
to Weather 

Kansas weather can cause many problems includ-
ing meeting cancellations. If schools are closed 
due to the weather, we will cancel county-wide/
district-wide 4-H meetings and events.   

Sometimes bad weather can happen after 
school.  If they are calling for snow or ice that 
evening, we are probably going to cancel any 
meeting that night.  Be sure to check your email 
and Facebook for updates when winter weather is 
in the forecast. We try to cancel meetings by noon  
if not sooner.   

Please check with your Club Leader to see what 
your club policy states.  

Volunteer Policy 

Volunteers are fundamental to the 4-H Program.  
They provide assistance needed to enable youth 
to become healthy, self-directing, and contributing 
members of society. It is important that we pro-
vide a safe educational experience for all 4-H 
members and volunteers. 

To ensure that 4-H provides a safe education ex-
perience, all adults wanting to contribute to the  
4-H Program as a club leader, project leader, or 
chaperone/chauffeur must complete the Volunteer 
Screening Process.   

To maintain volunteer status, all screened  
volunteers must enroll each year in 4-H Online 
by going to https://v2.4honline.com/ 

New volunteers who would need to be screened, 
should contact Karla or Tracy (tracy01@ksu.edu)
to start the screening process. 

Volunteers in any of the following roles must be 
screened: 

 Organizational (Project) Club Leaders 

 Chaperones 

 Camp Volunteers 

 Volunteers who will have access to funds 
raised on behalf of 4-H 

 Volunteers who will have access to confiden-
tial records or information 

Process steps include:  4-H Online profile, Orien-
tation online, Background Check, Interview and,  
approval. 
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This is a general guideline for the deadlines and events 
offered each month by the Marais des Cygnes District     
4-H Program.  If there is a date by the deadline or event, 
that deadline does not change.  The events with TBD (to 
be determined) will be published in the District 4-H  
Newsletter as the dates are finalized.  

 
October 
Oct 1 Start of New 4-H Year 
Oct 1 Project Report Forms (Record Books) Due 
Oct 1 Member Achievement Pin Applications Due 
Oct 1 Club Seal Application Due 
Oct 1 Club Project Application Due 
Oct 6-12 National 4-H Week Posters & Window Displays 
Oct 11  Kansas 4-H Shotgun Matches 
Oct 12-13 48 Hours of 4-H  
Oct 15 Record Book Judging 
Oct 15 KYLF Registration Due  
Oct 18  Fall State SS Leader Cert. Training, Goodland 
Oct 19-20 Kansas 4-H Dog Conference, Rock Springs 
Oct 26 4-H Photography Shutterbug Event– Hays 

 
November 
Nov 1 Officer Training (District-wide) Online 
Nov 3 Achievement Celebration (Miami County)  
Nov 23-24 Youth Leadership Forum - Rock Springs 
Nov 23-24 KS Association of 4-H Volunteers Forum - RSR 

Nov 20 Achievement Night (Linn County)  
 
January 
Jan 15 Returning Member Enrollment Deadline*# 

2nd Mon Senior 4-H Scholarship Due (District & State) 
Jan 25 4-H Dog Judges Training 
 
 

February 
1st Fri 4-H Club Day Registrations Due 
TBD 4-H Club Day (Music, Talks, Speeches)  
Feb 16-17 Citizenship In Action (State Event), Topeka 
Feb 23 4-H Foundation Annual Meeting, Paola Country Club 

Feb 22-23     4-H Horse Panorama, Rock Springs 

  
March 
TBD Regional 4-H Day (Top performers from 4-H Club Day)  
Mar 18 Youth Quality Care of Animal Training—Paola 
Mar 23 Market Beef Tagging and Weigh-in (District-wide) 
Mar 26 Youth Quality Care of Animal Training—Mound City 
 

  
April 
Apr TBA Discovery Days Registration Due 
Apr 16 Youth Quality Care of Animals Training - Paola 
Apr TBA        4-H Shooting Sports Spring State Match 
 
May 
May 1 New Member Enrollment Deadline* 
May 1 Add or Delete Projects Deadline 

May (Continued) 
May 1 Market Beef Nominations Due for KJLS & State Fair 
May 23  Small Livestock Tagging & Weigh-in- Linn County 
May 4   Small Livestock Tagging & Weigh-in- Miami County 
May 28  Youth Quality Care of Animal Training—Paola 
 
June 
June 1 Horse Identification Papers Due  
June 4-6    Discovery Days (State Event) 
June 10 Youth Quality Care of Animal Training - Mound City 
June TBA 4-H Insect Spectacular 
June 15  Swine, Sheep, Goats, and Commercial Heifer  
      Nominations due for KJLS & State Fair 
TBD SE Area Favorite Foods Show 
TBD SE Area Judging Contest (Crops,FCS, Hort.) 
TBD SE Area Livestock Judging Contest 
TBD Day Camps 
June 13-15 State Geology Trip 
TBD Chopped Clover Edition (Cooking Competition) 
TBD Favorite Food Show - Mound City 
TBD Robotics Day Camp 

 
June - July   4-H Camp, Rock Springs Ranch 
 
July 
Jul 1     Pre-entries due for Miami County Fair  
Jul 15 Kansas State Fair Livestock Entries Due+ 
Jul 15   Pre-entries due for Linn County Fair 
Jul 19-26 Miami County Fair 
TBD District Horse Show 
TBD Fashion Revue (Clothing Modeling)  

  
August 
Aug 1 State Fair Horse Pre-entries due 
Aug 2-9 Linn County Fair 
Aug 14 State Fair Non-Livestock Pre-entries due 
Aug 15 KS Junior Livestock Show Entries Due+ 
Aug 16  State Horticulture Judging Contest 
TBD       KS 4-H Wheat Expo 
TBD State Livestock Sweepstakes 

 
September 
Sep 5-14 Kansas State Fair 
Sep 30 End of 4-H Year 

 
 
*This deadline is for showing at either county fair.  You can enroll in 
4-H at any time to participate in club activities but cannot show in 
the 4-H division of the Miami or Linn County Fair. 
 

# Returning members are those 4-H members who were enrolled in 
the Marais des Cygnes District 4-H Program last year. 

+Livestock for KJLS & Kansas State Fair 4-H/FFA Show must be 
nominated before the entry process.  
May 1 Beef                        June 15 Sheep, Goats, & Swine 

Marais des Cygnes 4-H Deadlines & Events by Month 
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Publica ons from Marais des Cygnes District are available at www.maraisdescygnes.ksu.edu.   
Publica ons may be available in languages other than English. 

Publica ons are reviewed or revised annually by appropriate faculty to reflect current research and prac ce. Date shown is that of 
publica on or last revision. Contents of this publica on may be freely reproduced for educa onal purposes. All other rights re-

served. In each case, credit the authors, Publica on Title, Kansas State University, Month Year. 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Sta on and Coopera ve Extension Service 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Coopera ve Extension 

work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in coopera on with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director of K-State Research and 

Extension, Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts. 

Marais des Cygnes District 4-H Guide & Policy                  Updated September 2024 


